
1

GREECE 
Crete  &   Mainland

Sep 24 - Oct 3, 2021
10 Days / 8 Nights
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D AY  1 Leave USA for Heraklion, Greece

D AY  2 Arrive in Heraklion - Overnight Heraklion

D AY  3 Sightseeing in Heraklion - Overnight Heraklion

D AY  4 Drive to Chania with sightseeing - Overnight Chania

D AY  5 Chania sightseeing - Fly to Athens - Overnight Athens 

D AY  6 Full day of sightseeing in Athens - Overnight Athens 

D AY  7 Epidaurus - Mycenae - Overnight Nafplion

D AY  8 Cape Sounion - Overnight Athens

D AY  9 Excursion to Delphi - Overnight Athens

D AY  1 0 Athens departure to US

ITINERARY
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MAP TRAJECTORY
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HIGHLIGHTS

Knossos; center of Minoan Civilization 

Historic towns of Heraklion, Rehymnon and Chania along the 
northern coast of Crete 

Wine tasting in local vineyards 

Parthenon and the new Parthenon Museum in Athens 

Ancient Epidaurus theater 

The archaeological site of Mycenae 

Temple of Poseidon in Cape Sounion 

Delphi, center of the oracles of ancient world 

Delicious Greek food  

Special dinner at a local taverna with Greek music and dance
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INCLUDED
All accommodations based on double occupancy in hotels as listed. 

Meals as listed with bottled water. 
Bottled water on the bus. 

Transportation in a deluxe motor-coach with air-conditioning. 
All sightseeing, excursions and entrances as listed.
All special events as listed, subject to availability. 

Services of a tour leader throughout. 
All tips Included. 

Trip photo book following return home. 

NOT INCLUDED
International & domestic airfare:

Houston-Heraklion / Heraklion-Athens / Athens-Houston
Excess luggage charges.

Travel insurance.
Any items not listed as included.
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SUGGESTED FLIGHTS

24 September Houston to Frankfurt 
LH 441 dep: 3:50 pm / arr: 8:25 am on 25 September 

25 September Frankfurt to Heraklion 
LH 1296 dep: 12:00 pm / arr: 4:05 pm 

28 September Chania to Athens 
OA 337 dep: 7:25 pm / arr: 8:15 pm 

03 October Athens to Frankfurt 
LH 1285 dep: 7:00 am / arr: 9:00 am 

03 October Frankfurt to Houston 
LH 440 dep: 10:00 am / arr: 1:45 pm 

Economy Class $1,414 
Business Class $4,558 (OA segment is economy) 
Including taxes, surcharges and fees as of May 19, 2021. 
Fares can change based on availability.
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ACCOMMODATIONS

Heraklion Ibis Styles Central (2 nights)

Chania Kydon Hotel (1night)
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ACCOMMODATIONS
Athens Divani Palace Acropolis Hotel (4 nights)

Nafplion Amalia Hotel (1 night)
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PROGRAM DETAILS

DAY 1 Fri, September 24 - USA to Heraklion
We will leave USA for Heraklion.

DAY 2 Sat, September 25 - Arrival in Heraklion
Upon arrival in Heraklion late in the afternoon, our guide and driver will meet 

us and take us to our hotel. 
Rest of the day at leisure.

Overnight in Heraklion Meals: D 
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DAY 3 Sun, September 26 - Heraklion
After breakfast, we will walk to the Archaeological Museum of Heraklion, 

which is regarded as one of Europe's most important museums. 

Then we will drive 10 km to Knossos, the largest Bronze Age archaeological 
site on Crete and has been called Europe's oldest city.

After visiting the palace complex, we will drive to the traditional village of 
Archanes for lunch. Then we will drive back to Heraklion to have some 

leisure time in the town before dinner at a nice restaurant.

Overnight in Heraklion Meals B-L-D

Heraklion Museum: The museum brings together archaeological finds 
from all over Crete, covering over 5500 years of history of the island. 
One of the most important exhibitions of the museum is the Minoan 

collection. 
The Palace of Knossos: It was the ceremonial and political center of the 

Minoan civilization and culture. According to tradition, Knossos was 
the seat of the legendary Cretan king Minos. It is also connected with 

further legends, such as the myth of the Labyrinth and the Minatour, as 
well as the story of Daidalos and Ikaros. 

GREECE 
Crete & Mainland

Sep 24-Oct 3, 2021
10 Days / 8 Nights



11

DAY 4 Mon, September 27 - Heraklion to Chania
After breakfast we will leave Heraklion for Chania, following the coastal road.

First we will reach Rethymnon town, stroll through the old narrow streets and 
enjoy a wine tasting with a light lunch. Then we will continue our drive with a 
short stop by Kourna Lake. We will reach Chania early in the afternoon and 

will check in our hotel.

After some leisure time late in the afternoon, we will have dinner at a local 
restaurant.

Overnight in Chania Meals: B-L-D
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DAY 5 Tue, September 28 - Chania - Athens
Today we will be in Chania and surrounding area for visits.

In Chania, we will visit the local market, the Venetian Harbor with the 
Traditional Greek Shipbuilding Exhibition and the Exhibition of the Ancient 

Shipbuilding of the Naval Museum in, «Moro». We will stroll along the 
waterfront and through the narrow streets of the Old Town lined with old 

houses which are in use as cute little shops and attractive restaurants and 
cafes. 

Then, we will have a guided tour of the Botanical Park and Gardens of Crete 
to see the endemic plants of Crete along with typical Mediterranean 

orchards, citrus gardens, tropical plants, cherry trees, vineyards and Cretan 
fauna. We will also sip Cretan tea while we enjoy the gardens.  

Early in the afternoon, we will drive to the Akrotiri Peninsula to visit the 
Monastery of Agia Triada

We will also visit Agia Triada Winery for a short wine tasting and to see their 
produce of olive oil and other products.

Then we will drive directly to the airport for our flight to Athens. Upon arrival 
in Athens, we will be transferred to our hotel for a simple dinner of various 

cold dishes and overnight.

Overnight in Athens Meals: B-L-D

Agia Triada Monastery:  Architecturally it is one of the most important 
examples of the Cretan Renaissance. It was built in the 17th century by 

two brothers of the Venetian Zangaroli family on the site of a pre-
existing church. The monks produce wine and olive oil on the 

premises. 
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DAY 6 Wed, September 29 - Athens
We will have a city tour of Athens during which we will visit the Parthenon 

and the new Parthenon Museum. 
After our lunch we will continue with other sites of Athens: Syntagma Square, 

Orthodox Cathedral, Temple of Zeus, Aeropagus, Panatinaiko Stadium, 
Monastiraki and Plaka areas.

We will have our dinner at a nice local restaurant in Athens.

Overnight in Athens Meals: B-L-D

Being a powerful city-state, Classical Athens was a center for the arts, 
learning and philosophy, home of Plato's Academy and Aristotle's 

Lyceum. It is widely referred to at the cradle of Western civilization and 
the birthplace of democracy. 

The Parthenon is a Doric peripteral temple on the Athenian Acropolis, 
dedicated to Athena, the patron of the city. The construction of this 

most important surviving building of Classical Greece began in 447 BC 
when the city was at the height of its power. 

The new Parthenon Museum, which sits near the base of the Acropolis 
with  direct view of the Parthenon, is one of the highest-profile cultural 
projects undertaken in Europe in this decade. The new facility, 226,000 

square feet of glass and concrete designed by the New York-based 
architect Bernard Tschumi, replaces the old one, a small 1874 building 

tucked into the rock of the Acropolis next to the Parthenon. 
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DAY 7 Thu, September 30 - Epidaurus - Mycenae
This morning, we will leave Athens and drive to Epidaurus which was a small 

city in ancient Greece at the Saronic Gulf. 
Later in the day, we will drive on and go back to the second millennium BC in 
Mycenae, which was one of the major centers of Greek civilization, a military 
stronghold that dominated much of southern Greece. It's in the UNESCO list 

of World Heritage Sites. 
After our sightseeing, we will drive to Nafplion, where we will spend the 

night.

Overnight in Nafplion Meals: B-L-D

Reputed to be the birthplace of Apollo's son Asclepios, the healer, 
Epidaurus was known for its sanctuary, as well as its theater. The 

Asclepieion at Epidauros was the most celebrated healing center of the 
Classical world, the place where ill people went in the hope of being 

cured. The prosperity brought by the healing center enabled Epidaurus 
to construct civic monuments, too; the huge theater that delighted 
Pausanias for its symmetry and beauty, the baths and a palaestra. 

Nafplion was the capital of the First Hellenic Republic, from the start of 
the Greek Revolution in 1821 until 1834. It is now the capital of the 

regional unit of Argolis. At a first glance, this seaside town looks like an 
Italian city because of its architecture and the colorful houses. 
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DAY 8 Fri, October 1 - Cape Sounion - Athens
Before noon, we will leave Nafplion and drive north, crossing Corinth Canal. 

We will have our lunch at a local restaurant on the way.
On the way to Corinth Canal, we will also visit Agnountos Monastery – a 
nuns' monastery which is famous for its late Byzantine period frescoes.

Then our driver will follow the road to Cape Sounion, circling the idyllic 
Saronic Gulf to take us to one of the most iconic sights in Greece: the 

columns of the Temple of Poseidon, framing the blue sea backdrop since 44 
BC. 

After our visit, we will drive to Athens. 
In the evening, our dinner will be at a local taverna with Greek music and 

dance performance.

Overnight in Athens Meals: B-L-D
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DAY 9 Sat, October 2 - Excursion to Delphi
Today we will have an excursion to Delphi.

After our visits and lunch, we will drive back to Athens late in the afternoon. 

Evening at leisure for us to experience Athens night life on our own. 

Overnight in Athens Meals: B-L –No Dinner

Delphi is both an archaeological site and a modern town on the south-
western spur of Mount Parnassos in the valley of Phokis. According to 

the Greek mythology, Delphi was the site of the Delphic oracle, the 
most important oracle in the classical Greek world and a major site for 

the worship of Apollo after he slew the Python, a dragon who lived 
there and protected the navel of the Earth. At the archeological site, we 

will see the Temple of Apollo, the stadium, the theater among other 
buildings. 

The Archaeological Museum houses mainly the offerings to the oracle 
and the architectural parts of the buildings.
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DAY 10 Sun, October 3 - Departure
Early in  the morning, we will be transferred to the airport for our return flight. 

 
Meals B

Contact Us
 

travel@wachouston.org
713-522-7811

www.wachouston.org 
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