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NEW ZEALAND 
North - South Islands

March 3 - 14, 2023
12 Days / 9 Nights
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D AY  1 Leave Houston for Auckland, NZ

D AY  2 In transit

D AY  3 Arrive in Auckland - sightseeing / Auckland

D AY  4 Auckland sightseeing - drive to Rotorua / Rotorua

D AY  5 Rotorua Sheep Show - Maori Culture / Rotorua

D AY  6 Fly to Wellington - sightseeing / Wellington

D AY  7 Ferry to South Island / Blenheim

D AY  8 Marlborough region Wine Tour / Blenheim

D AY  9 Drive to Christchurch - sightseeing / Christchurch

D AY  1 0 Fly to Queenstown - Jet Boat Safari / Queenstown

D AY  1 1 Milfort Sound Excursion / Queenstown

D AY  1 2 Departure for home or Fly to Sydney for Australia part.

ITINERARY

New Zealand 
March 3 - 14, 2023
12 Days / 9 Nights
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New Zealand Highlights: 

✦Maori Culture in Rotorua - shows & 
dinner. 

✦Sheep show - shear them, milk 
them, hug them. 

✦Dolphin cruise in Queen Charlotte 
Sound. 

✦Marlborough Wine Country - taste 
and taste some more. 

✦River Safari on a jet boat. 

✦Scenic flight & cruise to the fjords 
of Milford Sound. 

And more…

From USA

To  home or Australia

Blenheim

New Zealand 
March 3 - 14, 2023
12 Days / 9 Nights
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INCLUDED
9 Nights hotel accommodation with daily breakfast, in hotels listed above. 

Daily breakfast, 
1 lunch and 6 dinners as indicated in the itinerary.

Wine tastings in Marlborough, NZ.
Milford Sound flight - cruise - flight excursion.

Dart River Wilderness Safari.
Ferry passage from North to South Island in NZ.

Dolphin Cruise.
English speaking professional tour guides.
Transportation with AC vehicles & drivers.

Two small bottles of water per person on the bus on touring days.
Arrival and departure transfers.

All entry fees to places mentioned in the itinerary.
Two domestic flights in NZ.

Tips for meals and accommodations.

NOT INCLUDED
International airfare.

Visa fees if applicable.
Drinks with included meals, except tea or coffee for breakfast.

Gratuities for guides & drivers.
Personal expenditures like phone calls, laundry, medical expenses.

Travel insurance.

New Zealand 
March 3 - 14, 2023
12 Days / 9 Nights
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SUGGESTED FLIGHTS

Suggested flights are on Air New Zealand: 

03 March Houston to Los Angeles 
NZ 9651 dep: 4:30 pm / arr: 6:10 pm on 

03 March Los Angeles to Auckland 
NZ 5 dep: 8:50 pm / arr: 6:45 am on 5 March 

14 March Queenstown to Auckland 
NZ 622 dep: 3:05 pm / arr: 4:50 pm 

14 March Auckland to Los Angeles 
NZ 6 dep: 8:15 pm / arr: 12:20 pm 

14 March Los Angeles to Houston 
NZ 9639 dep: 3:30 pm / arr: 8:45 pm 

Economy class: $1542 
Premium Economy: $3219 
Business class: $7642 

Fares are per person, including taxes, surcharges and fees as of 
June 15, 2022. 
Fares may change based on availability.

New Zealand 
March 3 - 14, 2023
12 Days / 9 Nights
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New Zealand 
March 3 - 14, 2023
12 Days / 9 Nights

ACCOMMODATIONS
Auckland: Voco Auckland City Center

Standard Rooms

Rotorua: Novotel Rotorua Lakeside
City View Rooms
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New Zealand 
March 3 - 14, 2023
12 Days / 9 Nights

ACCOMMODATIONS
Wellington: Copthorne Hotel Oriental Bay

Deluxe Harbor View Rooms

Blenheim: Scenic Hotel Marlborough
Superior Rooms
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New Zealand 
March 3 - 14, 2023
12 Days / 9 Nights

ACCOMMODATIONS
Christchurch: Distinction Hotel

Classic Rooms

Queenstown: Heritage Queenstown
Deluxe Rooms
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PROGRAM DETAILS

DAY 1 Fri, March 3 - Leave USA
We will leave USA for Auckland, NZ.

DAY 2 Sat, March 4 - In Transit

New Zealand 
March 3 - 14, 2023
12 Days / 9 Nights

DAY 3 Sun, March 5 - Auckland, NZ
Our local tour guide welcomes us at Auckland airport. Then we will start our 

panoramic city tour before transferring to the hotel.
Rest of the day is at leisure. 

Overnight in Auckland Meals: -

Auckland, also known as the city of sails, is situated between two enormous harbors 
and dotted with 48 extinct volcanic cones. New Zealand’s largest city with a 

population of over 1.6 million people – is home to one third of New Zealanders. The 
city’s mix of urban sophistication and coastal setting has inspired a lifestyle that 

regularly ranks in the world’s top 10. 
Auckland is home to the Sky Tower which at 328m is the tallest structure in the 

southern hemisphere. The Sky Tower's three observation levels offer 360-degree 
views of Auckland. The iconic harbor bridge, opened in 1959, provides other 

adventures. Visitors can climb over, under and jump from the spectacular bridge that 
dominates Auckland’s inner harbor. 
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DAY 4 Mon, March 6 - Auckland - Rotorua
In the morning we will continue our visits in Auckland with the Auckland War 

Memorial Museum & Auckland Art Gallery Toi o Tamaki.

In the afternoon, we will drive to Rotorua (approx. 3 hrs.)
After leaving the motorway south of Auckland, the Waikato River will 

accompany us for much of our journey through the green countryside. 
Places of interest along the way include the wine growing area of Te 

Kauwhata and the coal mining town of Huntly. Rotorua sits squarely on the 
Pacific Ring of Fire, so volcanic activity is part of the city’s past and present.

Overnight in Rorotua Meals: B-D

New Zealand 
March 3 - 14, 2023
12 Days / 9 Nights

Auckland War Memorial Museum: It was constructed in the 1920s as a war 
memorial to those that fought and died in theaters of war. The cenotaph located on 

the grounds below the steps leading up to the museum entrance is the focal point for 
annual ANZAC day remembrance services. The museum also contains excellent 

exhibitions of Māori and other Polynesian peoples' arts and crafts.

Auckland Art Gallery Toi o Tamaki: The most extensive collection of national and 
international art in New Zealand, housed in an award-winning landmark building on 

the edge of Albert Park in the heart of Auckland city. 



11

DAY 5 Tue, March 7 - Rotorua
We will be in Rotorua area for a full day. In the morning we will visit the 
Agrodome for a sheep show and working sheep dog demonstrations.

 Then we will continue to Rainbow Springs Kiwi Wildlife Park for a kiwi 
encounter. We will see each of the stages a kiwi chick goes through before 

being released in to the wild - incubation, hatching and raising.

We will continue our tour to visit Te Puia, the New Zealand Māori Arts and 
Crafts Institute.  

Te Puia is home to the internationally renowned Pohutu geyser, the National 
carving and weaving schools and the world famous Whakarewarewa guides.  

In the evening, we will drive to a Marae. Tonight is a spiritual experience we 
will never forget with Marae protocol, entertainment, Maori culture and 

feasting.
En route to the Marae, our guide will explain  the protocol to prepare us for 

the wero (challenge) and welcome to the Marae. Upon entering the 
exquisitely carved meeting house, we will hongi (greet - pressing of noses) 

with our host. The tradition means we are a friend and may consider 
ourselves one of the family. We will sit back and enjoy the culture of the 
Maori people, see the fierce Haka (war dance), twirling of poi balls, stick 

games and other entertainment. 
 

From here we move to the Hangi pit to see the traditional Maori method of 
food preparation before heading into the dining room for a Hangi (feast). 

After the feast, we will be transferred back to our Rotorua accommodation.

Overnight in Rorotua Meals: B-D

New Zealand 
March 3 - 14, 2023
12 Days / 9 Nights
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DAY 5 Tue, March 7 - Rotorua

New Zealand 
March 3 - 14, 2023
12 Days / 9 Nights

Continued> 

Rotorua is built over a geothermal hot spot. There are numerous natural vents, hot 
pools and other geothermal features in and around the city. Many of these are in 

parks and reserves.
Geologically, Rotorua is in the middle of the Taupo Volcanic Zone, which is named 

after Lake Taupo, the largest volcano in the area. There are four major volcanic 
calderas, which now contain lakes, and several more recognizable volcanoes in the 

surrounding area. It is this geologically active zone that produces the heat that is 
needed to drive all the geothermal activity. 

The Agrodome Sheep Show is a one-hour performance in a specially designed 
auditorium. During the show the audience will see nineteen sheep breeds introduced 

onto the stage, the art of sheep shearing, sheepdog demonstrations, cow milking, 
bottle feed lambs and an exciting sheep auction. Audience participation is a major 

part of the show highlighting the significance of agriculture in New Zealand. 

Kiwi Encounter is New Zealand’s largest and most successful kiwi conservation 
center, having hatched and nurtured over 1350 eggs since 1995 when Rainbow 
Springs became involved in the Bank of New Zealand’s ‘Save the Kiwi’ recovery 

Program.
Now the center receives eggs from 13 conservancies and community kiwi trusts 
around the North Island. Since 1995 Rainbow Springs has successfully hatched, 

raised and released 1350 kiwi chicks back into the wild. 

A marae is a fenced-in complex of carved buildings and grounds that belongs to a 
particular iwi (tribe), hapū (sub tribe) or whānau (family). Māori people see their marae 

as tūrangawaewae - their place to stand and belong. Marae are used for meetings, 
celebrations, funerals, educational workshops and other important tribal events.

A marae incorporates a carved meeting house (wharenui) with an open space in front 
(marae ātea), a dining hall and cooking area, and a toilet and shower block.
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DAY 6 Wed, March 8 - Rotorua - Wellington
In the morning, we will fly to Wellington. 

In the afternoon, we will have a tour of Wellington including the Parliament 
buildings, Old St. Paul’s Cathedral, the Museum of New Zealand Te Papa 

Tongawera, Oriental Bay, Wellington Harbor and Marine Drive.

Overnight in Wellington Meals: B

Wellington is the capital and second largest city of New Zealand. It is located at the 
south-western tip of the North Island, between Cook Strait and the Rimutaka Range. 

Surrounded by hills and a rugged coastline, the city boasts a stunning harbor. 
Wellington’s charm is that it serves up a vibrant inner city experience with a slice of 

New Zealand scenery.

Wellington is also known for its film tourism. It is the heart of New Zealand's film 
industry and main filming and production centers for films such as the Lord of the 

Rings and The Hobbit trilogies, Avatar, Tin Tin and District 9. 

New Zealand 
March 3 - 14, 2023
12 Days / 9 Nights
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DAY 7 Thu, March 9 - Wellington - 
    Blenheim/Marlborough

North Island to South Island: We will take the ferry at 9:00 am for a very 
scenic ride to Picton going through the Queen Charlotte Sound and over the 

Cook Strait. Ferry ride to the South Island will take about 3.5 hrs. 

Upon arrival, we will take a dolphin cruise.

Cruising the length of the beautiful Queen Charlotte Sound, we'll experience 
and learn about playful dolphins (90% encounter rate), fur seals and 

amazing seabirds before landing at historic Ship Cove of Captain Cook 
fame. After being welcomed ashore by the cheeky resident Wekas, Oyster 
Catchers and Paradise Shelducks, we'll spend approximately 45 minutes 
enjoying the untouched native forest, fascinating history and breathtaking 
scenery. Spectacular views toward Motuara Island and open ocean Cook 

Strait waters will leave us speechless. 

After returning to the boat, sit back and relax with a hot drink and cookies as 
we cruise back to Picton. And then drive to Blenheim for overnight.

Overnight in Blenheim Meals: B

New Zealand 
March 3 - 14, 2023
12 Days / 9 Nights
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DAY 8 Fri, March 10 - Marlborough Region
In Blenheim, we will start our day visiting the Omaka Aviation Heritage 

Museum. 

Marlborough is world renown for its wines, especially the Sauvignon Blanc 
and aromatic varietals. After our museum visit we will start a half day wine 

tour, visiting wineries, visit a barrel room and have a vineyard lunch. We will 
also do a vineyard walk and talk. 

The wineries that we will visit will include Cloudy Bay, Johanneshof Cellars, 
Forrest Wines,

We will also have a chance to visit a boutique chocolate factory.

At the end of the day, we will have a special dinner with wine pairing.

Overnight in Blenheim Meals: B-L-D

New Zealand 
March 3 - 14, 2023
12 Days / 9 Nights

Omaka Aviation Heritage Museum: The Museum contains world famous displays 
of vintage aircraft, from early 1900s to WWI and WWII including the replica of Red 
Baron’s famous Fokker Dr 1. These are arranged in static displays created by Sir 

Peter Jackson of the Hobbit and Lord of the Rings fame.
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DAY 9 Sat, March 11 - Blenheim - Christchurch
Today we will have a scenic drive to Christchurch by the Pacific Coast (about 
4.5hrs). The landscape becomes gentler as we approach Waipara – a region 
known for its vineyards and olive groves. The last leg of our journey takes us 

past the surf beaches of Amberley, Leithfield, Waikuku and Woodend. Our 
journey ends at the South Island’s largest city Christchurch, an entertaining 

mixture of refined lifestyle and cultural excitement.

Upon arrival, we will enjoy the highlights of Christchurch, including the 
botanical gardens, the Avon River and the Bridge of Remembrance.

Overnight in Christchurch Meals: B-D

Christchurch is the largest city in the South Island. Christchurch was established in 
1850 by Anglican English settlers and this heritage shows in its fine older buildings, 

especially the neo-gothic buildings in the cultural precinct along Worcester Boulevard 
and Rolleston Ave. The River Avon meanders through the central city and disrupts the 

otherwise regular rectangular layout of the city streets. 
Christchurch city is recovering from major earthquakes. The central business district 

is undergoing a major rebuild. Some traffic diversions remain but all areas are now 
accessible. The rest of the city and region are open for business and it remains a 

major gateway to the rest of the South Island. 

New Zealand 
March 3 - 14, 2023
12 Days / 9 Nights
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DAY 10 Sun, March 12 - Christchurch - Queenstown
We will fly to Queenstown in the morning. 

Upon our arrival we will join Dart River Wilderness Safari.
We will drive to Glenorchy and the mouth of the Dart River. Here we board 

the 18 foot specially prepared jet boat and thread our way through a maze of 
channels between river flats in only inches of water. Snowcapped mountains 

surround us as we view the World Heritage Grandeur, and waterfalls 
cascade into the lush bush clad valleys – a magical, untouched place. 

 
Our guide shares his knowledge and explains all about the area, then pulls 
into a bank so that we may explore the area by foot. This guided walk takes 
us into the native forests at an area called Paradise in the spectacular Rees 
Valley.  We will then be collected by the 4x4 coach to go back to Glenorchy, 

before transferring back to Queenstown. 

In the evening, we will take the scenic gondola up to Skyline complex on 
Bob’s peak to have our dinner with a spectacular view of Queenstown.

Overnight in Queenstown Meals: B-D

New Zealand 
March 3 - 14, 2023
12 Days / 9 Nights

Queenstown is a stunning alpine style village. It lies at the only outlet to Lake 
Wakatipu, one of New Zealand's most scenic lakes. The town and surrounding area 
was originally settled by Europeans and a substantial Chinese population for gold 

mining and farming in 1860s. After the decline of gold mining, Queenstown became a 
sleepy rural town, popular as a summer getaway. 
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DAY 11 Mon, March 13 - Milford Sound - Queenstown
Our program today is a return scenic flight between Queenstown and Milford 

Sound and a Scenic Cruise of the fjord. 

Following a transfer to the Queenstown airport, board an aircraft for a flight 
to Milford Sound. During the 35 minute scenic flight, take in expansive views 
of golden tussocked high country and the upper reaches of Lake Wakatipu 
and fly over the snow-capped Southern Alps. A hidden landscape unfolds 

below revealing glacial lakes, waterfalls, densely forested valleys and cloud-
piercing summits. 

We will be transferred a short distance to the Real Journeys Visitor Centre to 
join a spectacular one hour 40 minute cruise to the mouth of the fjord on a 
spacious, modern vessel with excellent viewing opportunities. Keep a look 
out for seals basking on the rocks, dolphins and penguins. Enjoy scenic 

highlights such as Mitre Peak and Pembroke Glacier. Informative 
commentary explains the history and highlights points of interest during the 

cruise. Complimentary tea and coffee is available. 

Following the cruise, we will be transferred to the Milford airport for the 
scenic flight back to Queenstown.

Overnight in Queenstown Meals: B

New Zealand 
March 3 - 14, 2023
12 Days / 9 Nights
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DAY 12 Tue, March 14 - Departure
We will be transferred to the airport to fly back home or to continue to 

Sydney, Australia.

Contact Us
 

travel@wachouston.org
713-522-7811

www.wachouston.org 

New Zealand 
March 3 - 14, 2023
12 Days / 9 Nights
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