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About the Council

The World Affairs Council of Greater Houston is a member of the World Affairs Councils of America,
a national organization with chapters in more than 95 U.S. cities. The Council in Houston has provided
programs since 1969, first as the Gulf Coast World Affairs Council, and then in its current role as the
World Affairs Council of Greater Houston, reaching communities in the Greater Houston metropolitan
area. Today the Council has over 7,000 active members, making us one of the largest and most success-
ful Councils and public forums in the nation.

Councils were first established in the U.S. at the end of World War | as a result of America’s increased in-
ternational responsibilities. It became critical for our citizenry to be better informed about world affairs
through participation in local lectures and discussions. The importance of this mission became more
apparent after World War I, and yet again after the Cold War. Councils around the U.S., including ours,
continue to grow and serve their communities.

As a Council, the importance and relevance of our mission is apparent on a daily basis. We have con-
sequences for the world at large, such as influencing decisions made by politicians, business leaders or
the general electorate, which affect generations to come.

Mission

The mission of our Council is to promote understanding of the world, its people, politics, economies
and cultures, in order to enable the Greater Houston community to better understand its role and par-
ticipate more effectively in a global world.

Values

Excellence

The Council aims to present programs characterized by integrity and expertise. Our staff members
have a personal and professional interest in global issues and are actively involved in the research and
development required to bring the most timely and insightful programs to the Greater Houston area.

Dialogue

The Council believes in free and fair discussion. As a non-profit, non-partisan organization, the Council
promotes dialogue and understanding through the exchange of ideas and perspectives in an open and
respectful environment.

Community

In an increasingly interconnected world, the Council regularly partners with organizations and institu-
tions with similar objectives in Greater Houston. As an organization, the Council serves as a connection
bridging the gap between our local and global neighbors.



Programs

Secretary Robert Gates: A Passion
for Leadership

Having led change successfully at three monumental organizations—the
Department of Defense, the CIA, and Texas A&M University—Secretary
Robert M. Gates offered us the ultimate insider’s look at how major bu-
reaus, organizations, and companies can be transformed. He provided
practical advice on tailoring reform to the operative culture, effecting
change within committees, engaging the power of compromise, and lis-
tening and responding to your team.

Global Challenges in 2016: A Conversation
with General David Petraeus

General Petraeus addressed the significant global challenges facing
countries and organizations today, including ongoing international secu-
rity issues, macroeconomic trends, energy policy and the tasks of strate-
gic leadership in the 21st century. Audiences were given unprecedented
access to one of the most effective military leaders in recent U.S. history
as he took questions, creating an engaging, dynamic and thought-pro-
voking discussion.

A Conversation with Nancy Pelosi

As the first woman to serve as Speaker of the House, House Democratic
Leader Pelosi constantly challenges the status quo as an advocate and
vocal proponent for the participation of women in politics and the rights
of women and girls around the world. In celebration of Women'’s Histo-
ry Month, Leader Pelosi launched the Council’'s For Women, By Women
series with a conversation highlighting the on-going global struggle for
women'’s rights and her experience at the nexus of political and social
progress on Capitol Hill.

I'm Not A Terrorist, But I've Played One
On TV, Author & Comedian Maz Jobrani

Jobrani has used his comedy for societal reconciliation since 9/11 and has
worked to close the gap caused by Islamic extremism and ignorance. I'm
Not a Terrorist But I've Played One on TV is a memoir of growing up as an
Iranian in America, and the quest to make it in Hollywood without having
to wear a turban, tote a bomb, or get kicked in the face by Chuck Norris.
Maz Jobrani works by “Challenging Extremist Ideology and Muslim Ste-
reotypes, One Punchline at a Time.”




Free to Rock: How Rock and Roll Helped End
The Cold War, Nick Binkley & Doug Yeager

The speakers explored how American Rock & Roll music spread
across the Iron Curtain in the last half of the 20th century.

Transforming Lives, Creating Opportunities,
Nicholas Kristof

Kristof discussed the problems that plague our understanding
of human rights.

Winter is Coming: Putin, Russia, and the
Free World, Garry Kasparov

Kasparov argued that the collapse of the Soviet Union was not an
endpoint—only a change.

Iran Versus Saudi Arabia: Oil, Politics, and
Religion, Andrew Bowen & David Livingston

The sLaeakers discussed falling oil prices, the Iran Nuclear Deal,
and the U.S.’s varied relationship with Iran and Saudi Arabia.

Israel & Palestine: Is Peace Possible?
Gershon Baskin & Reuel Marc Gerecht

The speakers discussed the relationship between Israel and Pal-
estine, both moments of calm and periods of gruesome violence.

Russia’s Invasion of Ukraine: Implications for
Transatlantic Security, lan Brezinski

Brezinski discussed the situation in Ukraine and what it means
for transatlantic security.

The Zika Virus: Its Global Impact & Concerns
for the U.S., Dr. Peter Hotez

Hotez discussed the global community’s facing of a new threat,
the Zika Virus.

Between Faith and Extremism: An Interfaith
Conversation, Rabbi Reuven Firestone &
Imam Feisal Abdul Rauf

The speakers attempted to understand and address the rela-
tionship between religion and extremism.

How to Defeat ISIS, Retired Lt. General Mark
Hertling & Philip Mudd

The speakers discussed strategies for defeating ISIS.

Gangster Warlords: Drug Dollars, Killing Fields
and the New Politics of Latin America, loan Grillo

Grillo provided a new understanding of a war that has spiraled
out of control.

Egypt at a Crossroad, Amr Hamzawy

Hamzawy discussed Egypt’s future between the promise of stability
by an autocratic military regime and the prospect of democracy.
Ending Violence Against Women: A Moral
Imperative of Our Time, Layli Miller-Muro

Miller-Muro discussed protecting women and girls from vio-
lence to create authentic equality between women and men.

Understanding U.S. Foreign Policy Toward the
Levant, Lawrence Silverman & Mona Yacoubian
The speakers discussed the U.S.'s foreign policy toward the Levant.

The End of Karma: Hope & Fury Among
India’s Young, Somini Sengupta

Sengupta discussed her book and took a personal look at
contemporary India.

Exploiting Disorder: al-Qaeda and the
Islamic State, Richard Atwood & Robert Belcher
The speakers looked at the jihadist environment in all its
complexity.

True Reagan: What Made Ronald Reagan
Great and Why It Matters, James Rosebush

Rosebush told Reagan's story from his first-hand experience.

The Seventh Sense: Power, Fortune, and
Survival in the Age of Networks,
Joshua Cooper Ramo

Cooper Ramo discussed the disruptive force of networks in
trade, politics, DNA, finance, and the internet.

Houston, The Global City: The Present
& Future of the Most Diverse City in the
U.S., Stephen Klineberg

Klineberg discussed the growth in Houston'’s diversity, as
well as what this shift implies for the future.

Rio’s Post-Olympic Political Games,
Brian Winter

Winter discussed political outlooks for the Brazilian govern-
ment under President Temer following the Olympics.

Geo-political Transformations in the Midle
East: Causes, Developments and
Consequences, Eytan Gilboa

Gilboa discussed geo-political transformations and implica-
tions for the the Middle East and its relations with the US.

The Ten Commandments of Leadership:
Lessons Learned from Our Top Presidents,
Talmage Boston

Boston discussed informed expectation about our future as all
eyes pointed to Election Day 2016.

Cuba - U.S. Relations & the Surprising Path to
Diplomatic Breakthrough, Todd Moss

Gilboa discussed geo-political transformations and implica-
tions for the the Middle East and its relations with the US.

China Going Global: The Rise of a New Player
in International Economics & Politics,
Philippe Le Corre

Le Corre discussed China’s increasing outreach in diplomacy,
soft power, and the military.

Iran: A New Ally or the Same Old Foe?
Amb Seyed Hossein Mousavian & Doctor Suzanne
Maloney

The speakers discussed how the Iran nuclear agreement may
alter the balance of power in the Middle East.



Clinton, Trump, the Election and the Future
of U.S. Foreign Policy,

Joe Barnes & Christian Whiton

The panel discussed how foreign policy issues played a signifi-
cant role in the presidential campaign.

Turkey’s Turmoils in an Unsettled Middle
East, Sinan Ciddi

Ciddi spoke on Turkish domestic politics and foreign policy.

“Aleppo: A History"”, Ambassador Ross Burns

Burns discussed Aleppo’s storied background and how the
war has affected the city’s historic landscape.

Young Professionals

EU - NATO Cooperation and Looming
Regional Threats, John Lenczowski

Lenczowski discussed the future of the EU and NATO and
potential threats that may call for their cooperation.

America’s Diplomats,

Ambassador Thomas E. McNamara

Attendees viewed a documentary on the history of American
diplomacy, and Ambassador McNamara spoke briefly.

WorldQuest

Teams particpated in an exciting game of international trivia.

The Future of Energy: Challenges and Op-
portunities Going Forward, Helge Haldorsen

Haldorsen discussed the future of global energy needs and
potential responses.

International Energy & Career Options in Challenging Times, Reggie Spiller, Tyrone Bird, &
Mike Harness This program highlighted both the expertise and the personal experiences of authorities in oil & gas and

financial industries.

The Head Game: High-Efficiency Analytic Decision-Making, Philip Mudd Mudd gave attendees the

definitive guidebook for how to approach complex decisions today.
Private Energy Hall Museum Tour & Networking Event Attendees explored the entire process of

energy development and also had the opportunity to network.

The Battle for Ukraine, Sergei Loiko Loiko discussed the revolution in Ukraine and the war that has followed since.

Global Energy & Corporate Social Responsibility, Pandora Snethkamp Snethkamp discussed in-house
program development and implementation of international best practices.

This Divided Island - Sri Lanka, Samanth Subramanian Subramanian spoke about his recent book and the

aftermath of the Sri Lankan civil war.

Gangster Warlords: Drug Dollars, Killing Fields and the New Politics of Latin America,
loan Grillo Grillo provided a new understanding of a war that has spiraled out of control.

Hezbollah's Struggle with Lebanon, Its Fight in Syria & Its Long War Against Israel,
Nicholas Blanford Blanford discussed Hezbollah's tactics in Syria to maintain the Assad regime.

International Networking Mixer Attendees had the opportunity to meet and network.

U.S.-Iran Relations Since the Nuclear Deal, Mohammad Ayatollahi Tabaar Tabaar discussed how
this deal was reached and politically negotiated within both Iran and the U.S., in addition to its implications for the

future of U.S.-Iran relations.

The FBI's Evolving Role in a Changing World, Edward Michel Michel discussed how the Federal
Bureau of Investigation’s structure and objectives have evolved dramatically.

Russian Documentary - “My Friend Boris Nemtsov"”, Zosya Rodkevitch Attendees viewed the
documentary, which was followed by a brief talk from the director.

Turkey’s Turmoils in an Unsettled Middle East, Sinan Ciddi Ciddi spoke on Turkish domestic politics

and foreign policy.

On the Ground in Damascus: Assad, Russia, ISIS and the Future of Syria, Barak Barfi
Barfi talked about his time in Syria and Iraq, in addition to what the future might hold for each country and the region.

‘Big Men': The Money, Power and Politics of Oil, George Owusu

Attendees viewed the documentary about the oil industry, and Owusu spoke briefly after.

“As a young professional, I've been blown away by the quality of guests and events that WAC
organizes on such a regular basis. It's an organization that |I've come to admire more and more as

time passes, and | consider myself blessed to live in a city where we have such a strong council.”
---Max Yuan, WAC Member




Woodlands Series

True Reagan: What Made Ronald Reagan Great & Why it Matters, James Rosebush
Rosebush discussed the secret to Reagan’s greatness, the key to his character, and the strength behind his leadership.

The Zika Virus: Its Global Impact & Concerns for the U.S., Peter Hotez, M.D., Ph.D.

Hotez discussed the global community’s facing of a new threat, the Zika Virus.

Russia’s Invasion of Ukraine: Implications for Transatlantic Security, lan Brezinski
Brezinski discussed the situation in Ukraine and what it means for transatlantic security.

National Security & Climate Change, Jonathan White
White discussed how the effect of climate change on the world’s oceans has the potential to bring about geopolitical transformations.

Rio’s POSt-OlymBiC Political Games, Brian Winter Winter discussed political outlooks for the Brazil-
ian government under President Temer following the Olympics.

New Energy Dynamics for Israel and Its Neighbors, Hillel Schuster Shuster discussed how Israel
could become an exporter of natural gas, how these new advancements have reshaped Israel’s and its neighbors’ economies,
and how these changes might impact Israel’s relationship with other countries in the region.

Iran: A New Ally or the Same Old Foe? Amb Seyed Hossein Mousavian & Doctor Suzanne Maloney

The speakers discussed how the Iran nuclear agreement may alter the balance of power in the Middle East, in addition
to potential joint effort to defeat ISIS.

America’s Diplomats, Ambassador Thomas E. McNamara Attendees viewed a documentary on the history
of American diplomacy, and Ambassador McNamara spoke briefly.

The Energy Industry: Challenges and Opportunities Going Forward, Helge Haldorsen

Haldorsen discussed the future of global energy needs and potential responses.

Council Cabinet Events
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Future of Syria
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nities Going Forward,
Hosted by Paula Ann Miller



Education

About

The Education Department's collaborative approach, in working directly with schools, community colleges, univer-
sities, and education partners, organizes close to 75 international education events that impact 7,000+ students
and 1,200+ teachers each year. While some educator workshops have a small fee, all events are free to students.

Goals

1. Connect students to global leaders of our time, and provide them the opportunity to become culturally sensi-
tive, globally competent citizens. While many of the diverse Houston-area student populations are underserved,
our mission is to give all students the chance to explore their role in our increasingly globalized world.

2. Offer educators personal and professional development opportunities through workshops and international
travel. We believe educators shape our future leaders, and it is our mission to equip them with the knowledge,
experience, and resources necessary to empower Houston-area youth and prepare them for our diverse and in-
terconnected world.

Teacher Programs

Global Perspectives Workshops for Educators

Global Perspectives Workshops aim to enrich student learning by providing educators with classroom-ready in-
formation on the economic, political, and cultural issues of a given country. Each workshop includes TEKS-aligned
lesson plans, instructional resources, and lectures by leading experts. Workshop content and curriculum are de-
signed for educators at the middle school through college levels.

International Travel for Educators

The Council offers one international study tour for select teachers each year. The itinerary includes visits to schools
and hospitals, briefings at USAID or the US embassy, and meetings with journalists or community leaders. These
tours offer local educators the opportunity to obtain firsthand knowledge of important global topics to bring back
to their classrooms. Our 2016 Study Tour was to Vietnam & Cambodia.




Student Programs
Academic WorldQuest

Academic WorldQuest is a trivia contest focusing on international topics. In this World Affairs Council tradition,
high school teams play in four rounds of 20 questions for a chance to represent Houston and compete at the
national level in Washington D.C.

International Careers Expo

Featurning keynote speaker Hans Stockton from the University of St. Thomas and booths representing various
global companies, International Careers Expo was a unique opportunity for high school students to explore po-
tential careers prior to entering college and/or the workforce. It was a great opportunity to learn from people
currently or previously in the workforce about the many career options available in international affairs. Students
had the chance to hear from professionals in the oil and gas sector, finance, law, diplomacy, medicine and more.

Local-to-Global Politics: Understanding Refugees & Immigrants through
the Political Process

Local-to-Global Politics launched in 2015 as the Council’s first political campaign “bootcamp” for students. De-
signed to expose, engage, and empower students to be active participants in their communities, Local-to-Global
Politics gives students the opportunity to hear from informed speakers, pariticpate in engaging activities and
gain a deeper of understanding of the political process. This year's topic was “Understanding Refugees & Immi-
grants through the Political Process.”

Foreign Language Luncheon

What used to be seven separate foreign language luncheons is now one large event for nearly 1,000 students,
teachers and local professionals. The luncheon was a great way to motivate students and applaud their efforts in
language acquisition by offering a place for them to demonstrate their foreign language skills through conversa-
tion with peers, local professionals, and more.

World Cultures Summit

This exciting and interactive three-hour event bought world cultures alive for middle school students. They
had international adventures, visiting exhibit booths and traveling “Around the World in 60 minutes” through a
fact-finding scavenger hunt. A dance or musical performance and themed snacks were also included. The 2016
region of study was the Middle East.




Travel

The World Affairs Council travel department was founded on the tradition of intellectual exploration
at our mission’s core. The Council’s travel program offers international travel that is not only memora-
ble and educational, but highly affordable as well. We choose locations for their geopolitical interest,
exploring critical regions during times of change. Working with Houston’s diplomatic corps allows
us to arrange in-country briefings and extraordinary people-to-people exchanges. Pre and post-trip
briefings supplement memorable experiences with relevant information and give our travelers time
to connect with one another. Most trips also include an embassy visit or visits to other vital centers
of cultural and political life.

“My wife and | accompanied WACH to the Baltic countries in June 2016. We were surprised to
learn how much Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia offered in terms of history and culture...At every
stop we had the pleasure of connecting with locals and touring hidden gems of sites — we even
visited the Latvian Foreign Ministry and the US Embassy to get updates on the latest happen-
ings of NATO and the EU. The trip was so enjoyable that we've already signed up for our next
WACH tour!”

-Tom Van Laan, WAC Member
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2016 Trips

Israel & Palestine
Nepal, Bhutan, & Tibet

Baltics & St. Petersburg

Ecuador and Galapagos
(+ Amazon Extension)

South Africa

Iran

Morocco

Cuba



Outreach

Programs Impact:

General Programs: 35
Woodlands Series: 9
Young Professionals: 15
Council Cabnet: 11

Education Impact:

Student Programs: |10 | Students

reached: 7,776
Teacher Programs: | 5§

Teacher
Schools Impacted: |55 | participants: 1,294

Travel Impact:

Total Trips: 10

Countries Traveled: 17

Total Travelers: 103




Membership

General Membership:

Active Members: 2600+

Educational/Institutional Membership:

Students: 50+
Educators: 45+
Institutions: 10+

Council Cabinet Membership:

100+

Corporate Membership:

45+



Officers & Directors

Executive Committee

Michaela Greenan,
Chair

Arnold J. Johnson,
President

Nancy MacKimm,
Vice President

Soma Somasundaram,
Treasurer

Jose Valera
Secretary

Board of Directors

Dina Al-Sowayel,
University of Houston

Mark Anderson
McGladrey LLP

Peter Barbara
McGriff, Seibells & Williams

George Boss
Boss Group

John Brantley
Bracewell

Danny Brown
Anadarko Petroleum Company

Rich Chandler
CB&l

Galen Cobb
Halliburton

Alan Crain, Jr.
Baker Hughes

Phil DeLozier
Enervest Management Partners

Dan Domeracki
Schlumberger

Antony DSouza
DNV GL

Michol Ecklund
Marathon Oil Company

Benjamin Fink
Western Gas Partners LP

Diane Gendel

Michaela Greenan

PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP

Dallas Hall
BB&T

Lynn N. Hughes
Judge, US District Court

David B. Jones

Bush Presidential Library
Foundation

Arnold Johnson
Noble Energy

Arthur Kaplun
Earnst & Young LLP

Stephen Kramer

Faber-Kramer
Pharmaceuticals

Layne Kruse
Nortorn Rose Fulbright

Christine LaFollette

Akin Gump Strauss Hauer &

Feld

Beth Madison
Madison Benefits

Scott Marks
Noble Corporation

Nancy MacKimm
Jones Day

Sid McClendon, IV

Paula Ann Miller
P.A, Miller Consulting, Inc.

Pat Moran
Moran Exploration

Sallie Morian
DX Service Co Inc.

Ewell (Pat) Murphy, Jr.

Peter Nassab
Conoco Phillips

Maureen O’'Driscoll-Levy
M.D.

Luis Raspino

Brad Ringleb
KPMG LLP

Martha Rocks

Leyla Rzakuliava
Exxon Mobil

Jennifer M. Smith
Hogan Lovells

Soma Somasundaram
Dover Energy

Telisa Toliver
Chevron

Jose Valera
Mayer Brown

Andrew VanChau
Quo Vadis Strategies

Eugene Vaughan
Vaughan Investments



Donors

Corporate & Foundation Support:
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Individual Support:







Financial Information

2015
Revenue
by
Department

2015
Expenditures

Contract Workers

Programs Expenses

Fundraising
Travel Programs

Employee Expenses

Special Programs Expenses

Uncategorized Expenditure

Total Expenditures

$13,150.36
$313,108.37
$23,560.81
$466,638.12

$768,478.35

$54,889.16

$1,484.10

$2,133,923.00



Programs

Education

Total Expenditures $139,634.61

Travel

Total Expenditures $466,638.12
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Thank you to those who
support the World Affairs
Council of Greater Houston and
make our mission possible!




